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Who iX iGen?

KidX beY\een Yhe ageX of 6 and 23 fall inYo a generaYion no\ geYYing labeled PoXY-Millennial or Gen Z or

iGen. I \anY Yo inYrodZce ^oZ Yo Yhe reXearch on YhiX generaYion, Yhen proceXX Yhe implicaYionX for paXYorX,

leaderX, and parenYX: Ho\ do \e XYe\ard YeenX in Yhe digiYal age?

To be honeXY, I donÙY kno\ \hich Xin iX \orXe: Yhe arrogance of Xpeaking in generaliYieX aboZY an enYire

generaYion, or Yhe Xin of ignoring daYa-YrendX. WiYh GodÙX help, \e can a[oid boYh.

iGeS iX a recenY label gi[en Yo YhoXe born beY\een 1995 and 2012. IY iX 74 million AmericanX, or 24% of Yhe

popZlaYion, and Yhe moXY di[erXe generaYion in American hiXYor^. IY iX alXo Yhe moXY digiYall^ connecYed and
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XmarYphone-addicYed generaYion. iGenÙerX \ere born afYer Yhe InYerneY \aX commerciali_ed in 1995. The^

ha[e no pre-InYerneY memorieX. Each enYered (or \ill enYer) adoleXcence in Yhe age of Yhe XmarYphone. AX

parenYX, \e face man^ challengeX in Xhepherding YheXe YeenX in Yhe digiYal age.

Jean T\enge, a pX^chologiXY aY San Diego SYaYe Uni[erXiY^, haX \riYYen Yhe moXY X^XYemaYic XYZd^ aboZY iGen.

She ran Yhe daYaXeYX, condZcYed Yhe inYer[ie\X, and haX no\ [oiced her concernX × firXY pZbliXhed in a

feaYZre arYicle for Yhe AYlanYic, Znder Yhe bombXhell YiYle ÛHa[e SmarYphoneX DeXYro^ed a GeneraYion?Ü The

arYicle \aX an e]cerpY from Yhe book YhaY Xoon follo\ed, iGeS: Wh^ TTda^ÜX SZUeW-CTSSecYed KidX AWe GWT\iSg

UU LeXX RebelliTZX, MTWe TTleWaSY, LeXX HaUU^ Ú aSd CTmUleYel^ USUWeUaWed fTW AdZlYhTTd.

If Tom HankX repreXenYed a generaYion in Yhe mo[ie Big × children impaYienY for adZlYhood × iGen iX Yhe

e]acY oppoXiYe: children \iYh Yhe abiliY^ Yo poXYpone all YranXiYionX inYo adZlYhood.

T\engeÙX e]YenXi[e XYZd^ XZmmari_eX Yhe obXer[aYionX: iGenÙerX are Xafe. The^ are Yhe firXY generaYion Yo

gro\ Zp \iYh acYi[e XhooYer drillX aY Xchool Xince kindergarYen. The^ are Yhe moXY proYecYed generaYion b^

parenYX. B^ preference, Yhe^ are Yhe moXY Xelf-cloiXYered generaYion of YeenX. Taking all Yhe e[idence

YogeYher, iGen YeenX are more likel^ Yo be homebodieX. Compared Yo pre[ioZX generaYionX, iGen YeenX are

XYaYiXYicall^ leXX likel^ Yo go Yo parYieX, Yo go on daYeX, Yo geY Yheir dri[erÙX licenXeX, Yo drink alcohol, Yo Xmoke

Yobacco, Yo ride in a car \iYhoZY a XeaY belY, or Yo e]perimenY \iYh Xe].

No\ man^ of YheXe YrendX are good, and \e XhoZld celebraYe Yhe YZrning a\a^ from fooliXh beha[ior. BZY aX

T\enge Xa^X, Yaken YogeYher, YheXe YrendX offer a porYraiY of beha[iorX YhaY mark a generaYion of dela^ed

adZlYhood and prolonged adoleXcence.

Along \iYh YhiX dela^ed adZlYhood and prolonged adoleXcence, Yhe iGen iX marked b^ a fe\ oYher YhingX:

According Yo one XYZd^, Yhe a[erage age for children geYYing Yheir firXY XmarYphone in Yhe U.S. iX no\ 10.3

^earX old. Man^ of YheXe phoneX are hand-me-do\nX from mom or dad, bZY beY\een 12- Yo 17-^ear-oldX,

nearl^ 80% idenYif^ aX XmarYphone ZXerX.

iGenÙerX are Xpending leXX Yime \orking jobX, [olZnYeering, engaged in XYZdenY acYi[iYieX, and doing

home\ork. The reXZlY: Yhe^Ùre Xpending maXXi[e amoZnYX of Yime aY home and online. The^Ùre [irYZall^ ne[er

offline × dri[en Yo Yheir de[iceX b^ Xocial promiXe, b^ friendXhipX, and b^ relaYionXhipX.
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Among iGen, aboZY 1 in 4 do noY aYYend religioZX Xer[iceX or pracYice an^ form of pri[aYe XpiriYZaliY^.

ÛiGenÙerX are more likel^ Yhan an^ generaYion before Yhem Yo be raiXed b^ religioZXl^ ZnaffiliaYed parenYXÜ

(T\enge, 121). Ob[ioZXl^ Yhere are man^ belie[erX in YhiX generaYion, bZY 1 of 4 iX YhoroZghl^ XecZlari_ed.

UXing a Xkill Cli[e ThompXon callX ÛambienY a\areneXX,Ü iY YZrnX oZY YhaY YeenX are good aY Yaking liYYle

fracYZred fragmenYX of Xocial media × diXcreYe imageX, Ye]YX, Y\eeYX × and fiYYing YhoXe biYX inYo a beYYer

ZnderXYanding of one anoYher (SmaWYeW ThaS YTZ ThiSk, 209Ö244). For me, iY feelX \eird Yo connecY

XomeoneÙX online life Yo Yheir real life \hen I meeY Yhem in perXon. TeenX are more naYZral aY YhiX. ThoZgh

XeparaYed, YhroZgh XcreenX Yhe^ connecY YhroZgh YhiX ambienY a\areneXX. The^ learn aboZY one anoYher,

digiYall^, in fragmenYX.

T\enge argZeX YhaY MillennialX are, aY hearY, opYimiXYX. iGenÙerX, \ho gre\ Zp dZring The GreaY ReceXXion,

are more peXXimiXYic, more XenXiYi[e Yo Xocial YenXion, and more compelled Yo proYecY an^one Yhe^ belie[e Yo

be [Zlnerable. AX \eÙ[e Xeen, Yhe^ can acY on YhiX \oke-neXX, Yoo, e[idenced in Yhe Parkland rall^, Yhe March

for OZr Li[eX, Yhe NaYional School WalkoZY Da^, and Yhe #Ne[erAgain mo[emenY. iGenÙerX ma^ be

homebodieX, bZY Yhe^ can rall^. (Of coZrXe, YhiX iX noY \iYhoZY la^erX of problemX, aX YeenX can geY ZXed Yo

pZXh Yhe poliYical agendaX of adZlYX, aX poinYed oZY in Alan JacobXÙX recenY piece, ÛConYemporar^ ChildrenÙX

CrZXadeXÜ). Ne[erYheleXX, iGenÙerX are Xociall^ \oke, and YhiX \ill pla^ a major role in Yhe 2020 elecYion, aX

iY XhapeX ho\ paXYorX and parenYX inYeracY \iYh YhiX generaYion.

B^ far, Yhe moXY concerning Yakea\a^ from T\engeÙX reXearch, and confirmed b^ oYherX, iX Yhe Xpike in Yeen

depreXXion. BeY\een 2012 and 2015 × in jZXY Yhree ^earX × depreXXion among bo^X roXe 21%, and depreXXion

among girlX roXe 50%. TheXe ZpYickX are reflecYed in XZicide raYeX. ÛAfYer declining dZring Yhe 1990X and

XYabili_ing in Yhe 2000X, Yhe XZicide raYe for YeenX haX riXen again. ForY^-Xi] percenY more 15- Yo 19-^ear-

oldX commiYYed XZicide in 2015 Yhan in 2007, and Y\o and a half YimeX more 12- Yo 14-^ear-oldX killed

YhemXel[eXÜ (T\enge, 110).

IY iX ÛYhe parado] of iGen: an opYimiXm and Xelf-confidence online YhaY co[erX a deep [ZlnerabiliY^, e[en

depreXXion, in real life,Ü \riYeX T\enge (102), going Xo far aX Yo Xa^, ÛIYÙX noY an e]aggeraYion Yo deXcribe

iGen aX being on Yhe brink of Yhe \orXY menYal-healYh criXiX in decadeX. MZch of YhiX deYerioraYion can be

Yraced Yo Yheir phoneXÜ (XoZrce).

Who iX iGen? The^ are \oke. The^ ha[e ambienY a\areneXX. The^ appear confidenY online. The^ are ne[er

offline. Technolog^ con[enienYl^ bZfferX and brokerX Yheir relaYionXhipX. And Yechnolog^ feedX Yheir
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lonelineXX and Yhe Yo]ic compariXon YhaY hollo\X meaning from Yheir li[eX. ParenYX kno\ moXY of YhiX. The^

Xa\ YheXe problemX long before \e had bookX aboZY iGen.

When Yalking aboZY YeenX and XcreenX × or ÛXcreenagerXÜ × \e need Yo geY concreYe. So leY me offer Y\el[e

pracYical XZggeXYionX Yo XYir inYo Yhe diXcZXXionX ^oZÙre alread^ ha[ing in ^oZr chZrcheX and homeX.

Social media poXeX a dilemma. JoZrnaliXY Nanc^ Jo SaleX \roYe a faXcinaYing (and frighYening) book YiYled:

AmeWicaS GiWlX: STcial Media aSd Yhe SecWeY Li[eX Tf TeeSageWX. There Xhe recoZnYX a con[erXaYion \hen one Yeen

girl Xaid Yo her, ÛSocial media iX deXYro^ing oZr li[eX.Ü Then SaleX aXked her, ÛSo \h^ donÙY ^oZ go offline?Ü

The Yeen reXponded, ÛBecaZXe Yhen \e \oZld ha[e no lifeÜ (SaleX, 18). Social media iX \here YeenX look for

life, and iYÙX \haY coXYX Yhem Yheir li[eX. We mZXY help oZr kidX Xee YhiX parado]. Social media, Zn\iXel^

abZXed, \ill coXY Yhem XomeYhing precioZX.

Once ^oZ inYrodZce ^oZr child Yo a mobile-connecYed XmarYphone, \iYh Ye]Ying and appX like InXYagram and

SnapchaY, parenYal conYrolX are [irYZall^ fZYile. IÙll offer one e]ample of ho\ YhiX pla^X oZY.

YoZr kidX can be e]poXed Yo Xe]Zali_ed con[erXaYionX and nZde XelfieX and ^oZ ma^ ne[er kno\ iY. Again, in

her book, SaleX in[eXYigaYeX Yhe YroZbling phenomenon of girlX recei[ing ZnXoliciYed nZde XelfieX from bo^X

in Ye]YX, ofYen aX a firXY XYep of Xho\ing inYereXY in Yhem. And bo^X ofYen aXk Yhe girlX for nZdeX in reYZrn.

Ob[ioZXl^, \e mZXY \arn oZr kidX of YhiX phenomenon before iY happenX. BZY Yhere are [irYZall^ no parenYal

filYerX Yo pre[enY a nZde Xelfie from arri[ing on ^oZr childÙX XmarYphone [ia Ye]Y or SnapchaY, e[en if ^oZr

child doeX noY aXk for Yhem. And 47% of YeenX ZXe SnapchaY, a premiere app Yo Xend and recei[e e]piring

imageX and ÛYhro\a\a^ XelfieX.Ü In Yhe XmarYphone age, Xe]Ying haX become ÛnormaYi[eÜ Yo Yhe Yeen ^earX.

TheXe are poYenY de[iceX. ReXiXY Yhe preXXZre Yo gi[e ^oZr kid one. And donÙY lea[e old phoneX aroZnd.

In oZr home Yhe defaZlY iX Yo keep \ifi off ZnYil needed. Man^ roZYerX allo\ ^oZ Yo paZXe Xer[ice in a home.

IÙ[e been impreXXed \iYh a de[ice called ÛThe Circle,Ü \hich XiYX beXide oZr roZYer aY home, and gi[eX me Yhe

po\er Yo cZY off Yhe \ifi enYirel^, or Yo a Xpecific de[ice, baXed on conYenY filYerX, raYingX, Yime limiYX, and

bedYimeX. IY breakX a \ifi connecYion beY\een Yhe roZYer and Yhe de[ice or compZYer. InXYead of XeYYing Zp

parenYal conYrolX on each de[ice, ^oZ can conYrol Yhe flo\ of daYa Yo e[er^ de[ice. IYÙX brillianY. In facY, I can

paZXe Yhe \ifi aY home \iYh m^ phone × oZr 2 XmarYTVX, 3 compZYerX, iPodX, iPadX × all diXconnecYed from

\ifi \iYh one bZYYon, from here. When a child in oZr home \anYX Yo ZXe Yhe compZYer, Yhe^ make a reqZeXY
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and e]plain \h^ Yhe^ need iY. More can be Xaid here, bZY iYÙX a Xmall \a^ Yo help Yhem Yo bring clear pZrpoXe

Yo Yech ZXe, all made poXXible becaZXe Yhe \ifi iX noY al\a^X on.

For ageX 6Ö12, conXider XomeYhing like Yhe Veri_on Gi_mo \aYch. The Gi_mo iX a XmarY\aYch, \iYh

Xpeakerphone, YhaY recei[eX and makeX callX Yo a limiYed nZmber of phone nZmberX XeY b^ Yhe parenY. IY haX a

GPS locaYor bZilY in for Yhe parenY Yo Xee [ia an app on Yhe parenYÙX phone.

ParenYX \anY phone Yechnolog^ Yo deli[er Yhree YhingX: (1) Yo call Yheir kidX \hene[er, (2) Yo be called b^

Yheir kid \hene[er, and (3) Yo kno\ \here Yheir kid iX [ia GPS. YoZ donÙY need a XmarYphone. The Gi_mo

offerX each of YheXe YhingX, and noY mZch more × \hich iX a good Yhing. AXk ^oZr mobile carrier for Yhe

laYeXY opYionX Yo meeY YheXe Yhree criYeria. And for ageX 13+, conXider a flip phone. The^ are ine]penXi[e, and

in man^ caXeX ^oZ loXe GPS, bZY aXk aroZnd for a phone \iYh onl^ Yhe feaYZreX ^oZ \anY. And be prepared for

cellZlar XaleXpeople Yo look aY ^oZ like ^oZÙre an alien. AX m^ \ife Xa^X, go inYo Yhe XYore of ^oZr mobile

pro[ider and aXk Yhe XaleXman for Yhe ÛdZmbeXY phone Yhe^ ha[e.Ü

I Yhink Yhe moXY common miXYake parenYX make iX in aXXZming YhaY Yhe XmarYphone iX an iXolaYed gadgeY.

IYÙX noY. The XmarYphone iX Yhe cZlminaYion of all Yhe commZnicaYionX Yechnolog^ a child haX been

inYrodZced Yo from birYh. To be gi[en a XmarYphone iX a XorY of gradZaYion from Xe[eral XYepX of Yechnolog^

mapped oZY beforehand.

HereÙX ho\ m^ \ife and I oZYline YhoXe XYepX: Once ^oZ Yake conYrol o[er Yhe home \ifi × YhaYÙX crZcial ×

Yhen ^oZ can begin Yo inYrodZce Yechnolog^ YhaY ^oZr kidX can onl^ ZXe inXide ^oZr home. On paper dra\ a

big bo]. On Yhe Yop-lefY Xide, \riYe age 0, and on Yhe Yop-righY Xide, \riYe age 18. LefY Yo righY, YhiX iX ^oZr

childÙX firXY 18 ^earX \iYh Yechnolog^. No\, dra\ XYairX diagonall^ from Yhe boYYom-lefY Yo Yhe Yop-righY. AY

Xome earl^ poinY, ^oZ mighY inYrodZce a YableY \iYh coloring and edZcaYional gameX. Age 3 ma^be. Or 5. Or 8.

Whene[er. One XYair Zp. Then ^oZ inYrodZce a YableY \iYh edZcaYional [ideoX, ma^be age 6. Ne]Y XYep Zp.

Then aY Xome poinY ^oZ inYrodZce a famil^ compZYer in Yhe li[ing room for \riYing projecYX. Ma^be age 10.

SYep Zp. Then ^oZ \ill inYrodZce a phone like Yhe Gi_mo, or a flip phone. SYep Zp. Then ^oZ allo\ Google

XearcheX on Yhe compZYer, for reXearch. Ma^be age 12. SYep Zp. Then perhapX aY Xome poinY ^oZ inYrodZce

Facebook or meXXenger appX Yo connecY \iYh a fe\ XelecY friendX, from Yhe compZYer. SYep Zp. And Yhen

comeX Yhe capXYone, Yhe XmarYphone × Yhe final XYep Zp. Age 15 or 16 or 17 or I \oZld XZggeXY, 18. BZY ^oZ

decide.

The ad[anYageX Yo YhiX are Y\ofold:

(1) YoZ can accordion oZY Yhe XYepX aX needed \hile alXo Xho\ing ^oZr child \here Yhe XmarYphone fiYX inYo a

digiYal YrajecYor^ ^oZÙ[e XeY for him. AX he pro[eX reliable and \iXe on \ifi in Yhe home, he iX XYepping

Yo\ard mobile oZYXide Yhe home. IY Xho\X him YhaY being faiYhfZl in Xmall YhingX leadX Yo faiYhfZlneXX in big

YhingX.

(2) IY alXo remindX parenYX YhaY once ^oZ gi[e a child a XmarYphone \iYh a mobile daYa plan, ^oZ mo[e from

ha[ing XYrong parenYal conYrol o[er ^oZr childÙX InYerneY e]perience Yo [irYZall^ ha[ing none. YoZ can dra\ a

4. OedcYTU dXU X_]U, S_^^USd gYdX_ed c]abd`X_^Uc.

5. SdaYbcdU` dUSX^_\_Wi _fUb dXU iUabc.



bold black line beY\een all Yhe XYepX on Yhe lefY (\ifi aY home) and Yhe XmarYphone on Yhe righY (mobile \eb

e[er^\here). ThaYÙX a gradZaYion × a major YranXiYion.

Or, aY Yhe [er^ leaXY for 12 hoZrX, like from beY\een 8pm Yo 8am. Make a XeY rZle here. No TVX, gaming

de[iceX, YableYX, lapYopX, or phoneX. Break off Yhe endleXX Xocial demandX. Break gaming addicYionX. PreXer[e

Xleep paYYernX. Make XZre all de[iceX are charged o[ernighY in one place, noY in a childÙX room. A Ximple

charging XYaYion in mom and dadÙX room iX a good XolZYion.

When ^oZ mo[e Yo Yhe XmarYphone, \riYe a conYracY of e]pecYed beha[iorX, cZrfe\X, and famil^ e]pecYaYionX

YhaY come along \iYh Yhe phone. Ha[e ^oZr child Xhare Yheir login info. And geY familiar \iYh Yhe XYepX

neceXXar^ Yo Yemporaril^ paZXe or deacYi[aYe Yhe phone. MoXY carrierX make YhiX eaX^. For parenYX \ho made

Yhe miXYake of inYrodZcing a XmarYphone Yoo Xoon, aX \ell, iYÙX ne[er Yoo laYe Yo XeY in place a phone

conYracY.

ThiX haX been Xo faXcinaYing for me. M^ \ife and I ha[e Yhree iGenÙerX, inclZding Y\o YeenX, and each of

Yhem ZXeX digiYal media compleYel^ differenYl^. I ha[e one kid \ho \ill endleXXl^ \aYch e[er^ DZde PerfecY

[ideo 40 YimeX and \aXYe hoZrX. I ha[e anoYher child \ho \ill bZ^ a ne\ mZXic inXYrZmenY, \aYch 30

minZYeX of YoZTZbe, and maXYer Yhe baXic chordX \iYhoZY an^ paid leXXonX. SheÙX done YhiX \iYh Yhe ZkZlele,

Yhen Yhe ke^board, and Yhen Yhe clarineY, and YhoXe inYrodZcYionX led Yo formal Yraining claXXeX. IÙm

faXcinaYed b^ YoZTZbeÙX po\er Yo Znlock ne\ YacYile XkillX in m^ kidX × and qZiYe frankl^, I \anY m^ kidX Yo

learn from YoZTZbe YZYorialX aX Xoon aX poXXible, bZY noY ZnYil Yhe^ are read^.

Each child reXpondX differenYl^. Some YeenX \ill \anY Xocial media Xo YhaY Yhe^ can follo\ 5,000 people.

OYher kidX \ill \anY Xocial media Xo YhaY Yhe^ can follo\ 5 cloXe friendX. ThoXe are radicall^ differenY ZXeX.

ParenY each child ZniqZel^ baXed on \haY ^oZ Xee in Yhem. And \hen ^oZr kidX claim ZnfairneXX, refer back

Yo Yhe XYairXYepX, and e]plain \h^ each child in Yhe home iX on differenY XYepX in Yhe Xame progreXXion.

SmarYphoneX do noY in[enY ne\ XinX; Yhe^ Ximpl^ amplif^ e[er^ e]YanY YempYaYion of life, and manifeXY YhoXe

YempYaYionX in pi]elX on HiDef XZrfaceX. Old YempYaYionX are gi[en ne\ le[elX of aYYracYion and addicYion and

acceXXibiliY^. Which meanX YhaY Yhe YenXion and an]ieY^ parenYX feel in Yhe piY of Yheir XYomachX in Yhe digiYal

age comeX from Yhe reali_aYion YhaY \e are \aging an all-oZY \ar for Yhe affecYionX of oZr YeenagerX. ThiX iX
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\haYÙX Xo frighYening. ParenYing haX al\a^X been a \ar for oZr kidXÙ affecYionX, bZY Yhe digiYal age e]poXeX

oZr parenYal la_ineXX more qZickl^.

If oZr YeenX cannoY find Yheir higheXY XaYiXfacYion in ChriXY, Yhe^ are going Yo look for iY in XomeYhing elXe.

ThaY meXXage haX al\a^X been rele[anY × iY jZXY comeX like a hammer Yoda^ becaZXe Yhe ÛXomeYhing elXeÜ iX

manifeXYed in XmarYphone addicYionX. We are noY jZXY pla^ing \ord gameX, or jZXY Xa^ing YhaY ChriXY iX

XZperior on SZnda^. We are dail^ pleading \iYh Yhe Hol^ SpiriY Yo open Yhe hearYX of oZr YeenX. The^ mZXY

YreaXZre ChriXY abo[e e[er^ Yrifle of Yhe digiYal age or YhoXe YrifleX \ill o[erYake Yhem. ThaYÙX \h^ parenYing

XeemX Xo ZrgenY Yoda^.

IY iX noY enoZgh Yo iXolaYe a handfZl of Pro[erbX and XcaYYer Yhem like general XeedX of \iXe coZnXel.

DiXcipling YeenX in Yhe digiYal age reqZireX all of ScripYZre planYed and cZlYi[aYed in all of Yhe hearY. And YhiX

iX becaZXe \e are dealing \iYh all Yhe faceYX of \haY Yhe hearY \anYX. ThiX \ar for Yhe affecYionX in Yhe digiYal

age holdX ZnprecedenYed ne\ opporYZniYieX for diXcipling YeenX, if \e can mo[e from YempYaYion Yo biblical

Ye]Y Yo ChriXY. ThiX iX oZr challenge.

OZr parenYal paXXi[iY^ haX been e]poXed in Yhe digiYal age. I \ill noY belabor YhiX poinY, becaZXe YhaYÙX \haY

m^ book doeX in Yaking 12 \a^X YhaY oZr phoneX change ZX (and de-form ZX) and Yhen Xho\ing ZX ho\ Yo be

re-formed from ScripYZre. Once \e aX parenYX (and paXYorX) are hZmble Yo Xelf-criYici_e oZr o\n XmarYphone

abZXe, Yhen \e can YZrn and help oZr kidX, Yoo. The digiYal age iX Xcar^ and e]haZXYing, bZY iY openX Zp

phenomenal ne\ opporYZniYieX Yo diXciple YeenX.

Make Yhe dinner Yable and car rideX YogeYher and famil^ [acaYionX phone-free _oneX. I am regZlarl^ ama_ed

ho\ Yhe preXXZreX of life geY [oiced aY Yhe dinner Yable. UnhZrried Yime YogeYher, decompreXXing from Yhe

da^, iX [er^ frZiYfZl. WhaY happened aY Xchool? GeYYing Yo kno\ m^ kidX happenX Xo ofYen aY dinner. ThiX

fello\Xhip carrieX o[er in more inYenXe \a^X on famil^ [acaYionX.

The XYaYX are in: iGen iX no\ Yhe lonelieXY generaYion in America × lonelier Yhan Yhe 72+ demographic.

T\enge belie[eX XmarYphoneX caZXe iGen lonelineXX. BZY perhapX iYÙX \iXer Yo look aY larger phenomena

predaYing Yhe iPhone.

SZrroZnd ^oZrXelf \iYh enoZgh Yechnolog^, enoZgh machineX, and ^oZÙll need nobod^ elXe. GeY Yhe righY

gadgeY, and ^oZ can do an^Yhing. Do_enX of Xci-fi no[elX ha[e alread^ \alked oZY a roboY-XaYZraYed planeY Yo

iYX fZrYheXY conXeqZenceX and iY iX pZre Xocial iXolaYion (e.g. AXimo[ÙX The Naked SZS). BZY once Yhe Yech age

haX rendered e[er^one elXe ZnneceXXar^ Yo ^oZ, ^TZ Xoon diXco[er YhaY ^TZ ha[e been rendered ZnneceXXar^

Yo e[er^one elXe.

10. Ta[U e` TYWYda\ TYcSY`\UcXY`.

11. Ac a Va]Y\i, bUTUU] TY^^Ubc, Sab bYTUc, a^T faSadY_^c.

12. KUU` beY\TY^W dXU SXebSX.



When no one needX ^oZ, \e Xee caYaXYrophic XpikeX in Xocial lonelineXX. iGen YeenX feel YhiX. The elderl^ feel

YhiX. Midlife men feel YhiX. And inYo YhiX age of increaXing iXolaYion and lonelineXX, Xocial media ÛofferX a

rooYleXX remed^ for diXeaXeX incidenY Yo rooYleXX YimeXÜ (KaXX, 95). The XmarYphone becomeX a ÛpainkillerÜ

× promiXing Yo Xol[e oZr lonelineXX problem, bZY onl^ cloaking Yhe pain for anoYher momenY.

The greaYeXY need of oZr YeenX Yoda^ iX noY ne\ reXYricYionX and ne\ dZmb phoneX and conYracYX and limiYX.

Their greaYeXY need iX a commZniY^ of faiYh \here Yhe^ can Yhri[e in ChriXY, Xer[e, and be Xer[ed. The^ need

Yo find a neceXXar^ place aX a legiYimaYe parY of a healYh^ chZrch. Keep bZilding faiYhfZl familieX and

chZrcheX. LiXYen Yo YeenX. DonÙY mock Yhem. DonÙY laZgh aY Yhem. En[iXion Yhem for riXk-Yaking miXXion ×

online and offline.


