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“Did you stop attending church reqularly

[twice a month or more] for at least a year
bhetween the ages of 18 and 227”
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Reasons young adults stap

attending church

LIFE CHANGE/SITUATIONS

CHURCH/PASTOR-RELATED REASONS

RELIGIOUS, ETHICAL OR
POLITICAL BELIEFS

STUDENT/YOUTH MINISTRY REASONS
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Life Changes/Situations contributed

to decision to stop attending

| MOVED TO COLLEGE AND STOPPED _ .
ATTENDING CHURCH 34%
MY WORK RESPONSIBILITIES .
PREVENTED ME FROM ATTENDING I 247
| SIMPLY WANTED A BREAK o
FROMCHURcH T 2 3%
| MOVED TOO FAR AWAY FROM THE

CHURCH TO CONTINUE ATTENDING _ eerx

IT WAS NOW MY CHOICE INSTEAD OF .
MY PARENTS T 21%

| BECAME TOO BUSY, THOUGH I STILL .
WANTED TO ATTEND T 2 0%
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Student/Youth Ministry reasons

contributed to decision to stop attending

| NEVER CONNECTED WITH STUDENTS IN _ 50/
THE STUDENT MINISTRY n

STUDENTS SEEMED JUDGMENTAL o
OR HYPoOCRITICAL T 207%

STUDENTS WERE UNFRIENDLY / o
UNWELCOMING / CLIQUISH - 17°%

MY EXPERIENCE ATTENDING A SMALL 0
GROUP OR SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS - 12[)

| MOVED TO THE NEXT AGE GROUP AND .
DIDN'T CONNECT WITH THE GRour 1 10%

| DIDN’T GET ALONG WITH CERTAIN 0
INDIVIDUALS IN THE STUDENT MINISTRY - 9 A
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Participation prior to age 18

| REGULARLY ATTENDED WORSHIP SERVICES — 90%
| PARTICIPATED IN SERVICE PROJECTS |y = 0/
THROUGH CHURCH o
I ATTENDED A CHRISTIAN CAMP | 58%
| ATTENDED BIBLE STUDIES OR A CHRISTIAN ey 1 o/
CLUB ON MY HIGH SCHOOL CAMPUS 0
| CONSISTENTLY GAVE FINANCIALLY  |ny /1 1%/
TO THE CHURCH o

| PARTICIPATED IN MISSIONS TRIPS [ 29°%
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Student Ministry participation

prior to age 18

| PARTICIPATED IN CHURCH YOUTH
GROUP ACTIVITIES

| ATTENDED SMALL GROUP/
SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS

| ATTENDED AN IN-DEPTH BIBLE STUDY/
DISCIPLESHIP CLASS AT CHURCH

NONE OF THE ABOVE
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107%
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Planned on taking a break

from church
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THE 10 STRONGEST PREDICTORS OF STUDENTS
STAYING OR DROPPING OUT OF THE CHURCH
AFTER HIGH SCHOOL ARE:

wanting
the church
adults to help guide

investing in their decisions
them between
ages 15-18

iNn everyday
life

regularly
reading the
Bible privately
prior to age 18

18 WITHIN REACH



-

agreeing

with their
church’s

political

~

the

vyouth leader
genuinely

caring about
them

perspective

parents
and student
wanted them to
attend church

church members
not seeming to
disapprove of those
who didn’t meet
expectations regarding
jobs, school, marriage,
and so on

(=)
»
parents

genuinely
liking church

<

fathers

not =
attending

attending
a public

church
high school

2. See the Multiple Logistic Regression Analysis on page 126. CEHAPTEER GNE



Parents’ attitudes toward religion and

church attendance through teenage years

—a
THAT THEY EXPECTED ME TO CONTINUE

IR 40
ATTENDING CHURCH AFTER AGE 17
MY PARENTS/GUARDIANS ACTIVELY _ 31Y%
SERVED IN THE CHURCH &
MY FAMILY REGULARLY DISCUSSED )
| LARYDISCUSSED NN 27% |
MY FAMILY PRAYED TOGETHER 0
REGULARLY _ 27%
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LIKED CHURCH
MY PARENTS/GUARDIANS EXPRESSED

[ MY PARENTS/GUARDIANS GENUINELY




“At age 17, which of the following applied

to your parents’?

BOTH MY PARENTS WERE LIVING

77%

MY PARENTS WERE STILL MARRIED TO EACH OTHER

ab’

MY PARENTS HAD THE SAME RELIGIOUS PREFERENCES 56%
MY PARENTS HAD THE SAME DENOMINATIONAL PREFERENCES 45
MY PARENTS ATTENDED THE SAME CHURCH 43%

[ MY FATHER ATTENDED CHURCH _ 39% J

MY MOTHER ATTENDED CHURCH 50%

NONE OF THE ABOVE 4%
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“At age 17, which of the following applied

to your parents’?

MY PARENTS WERE STILL MARRIED B63%

TO EACH OTHER
MY PARENTS HAD THE SAME 647%
RELIGIOUS PREFERENCES

MY PARENTS HAD THE SAME a3%

DENOMINATIONAL PREFERENCES STAYED

a3d%
387%

MY FATHER ATTENDED CHURCH E i ]

MY MOTHER ATTENDED CHURCH 48?/5A

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

MY PARENTS ATTENDED THE SAME CHURCH

DROPOUTS
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Current church attendance among those who

dropped out between ages 18-22
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attend less maore B LifcWay
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Contributed to decision to start

attending church again

MY PARENTS/FAMILY MEMBERS ENCOURAGED
ME TO ATTEND

N 377
1 siMPLy FELT THE DESIRE TORETURN | [ 32%

| FELT THAT GOD WAS CALLING ME TO RETURN _ 287
TO THE CHURCH 0

MY FRIENDS/ACQUAINTANCES ENCOURAGED o
ME TO ATTEND - 1 9 A’

| GOT MARRIED AND WANTED TO ATTEND o
WITH MY SPOUSE - 19 AJ

| HAD CHILDREN AND FELT IT WAS TIME FORTHEM TO o
START ATTENDING - 1BA

| FELT THE CHURCH WAS MORE RELEVANT TO MY LIFE o
THAN IT WAS WHEN | WAS YOUNGER - 17A

NoNE oF THEABOVE | 15°%
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